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A PREVIEW OF THAI CONTEMPORARY ART

SELECTED FOR THE FESTIVAL OF
CONTEMPORARY ASIAN ART, 1980 IN JAPAN
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INTRODUCTION

THIS PREVIEW IS THE PRESENTATION OF SELECTED WORKS OF THE THAI ARTISTS
TO BE SENT TO THE FESTIVAL OF CONTEMPORARY ASIAN ART SHOW 1980 , AT THE FU-
KUOKA ART MUSEUM IN JAPAN. ART WORKS FROM 13 COUNTRIES ; SRI LANKA, INDIA
NAPAL, PAKISTAN, MALAYSIA, THAILAND, BANGLADESH, THE PEOPLE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA, INDONESIA, THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE AND
JAPAN WILL PARTICIPATE THE FESTIVAL TO FULFIL ITS PURPOSE TO IMPROVE EX-
CHANGE BETWEEN ASIAN ARTISTS AND TO ASSIST THEM IN ANALYZING MUTUAL
CULTURAL IDENTITIES THROUGH DISPLAYING CONTEMPORARY WORKS OF ART BY
ASIAN ARTISTS. THE EXHIBITION WILL BE HELD IN NOVEMBER, 1980 WITH THE FU-
KUOKA ART MUSEUM SPONSORING ALL THE EXPENSES.

THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO HAVE FULL RESPONSIBI-
LITY IN THIS EVENT WITH THE HELP OF THE COMMITTEE WHOSE NAMES ARE FOLLOWS:

PROFESSOR M.C. YAJAI JITRAPONGSA PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE

M.C. KARAVIK CHAKRABHANDHA COMMITTEE
ASSISTANT PROF. FUA HARIPHITAK COMMITTEE
ASSISTANT PROF. CHALOOD NIMSAMER COMMITTEE
MR. SAWASDI TANTISUK COMMITTEE

MR. CHARLERM NAKEERAKSA : CO%'FF;E&
ASSISTANT PROF. DAMRONG WONGSA-UPARACH COMMITTEE
MR. THAVAL DATCHANEE COMMITTEE
HEAD OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY COMMITTEE AND SECRETARY
AMONG 63 WORKS OF 42 ARTISTS, THE COMMITTEE HAS SELECTED 10 PAINTINGS,
10 GRAPHICS AND 2 SCULPTURES TO SEND TO THE FUKUOKA ART MUSEUM. EACH SELEC-
TED WORK OF ART REPRESENTS UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAI CONTEMPORARY
ART WHICH RESPONSES THE PURPOSE OF THE FESTIVAL. THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE PRESIDENT AND ALL THE COMMITTEE WHO HAD DONE
THEIR PERFECT JOB AND THANK TO ALL THE ARTISTS WHO HAVE SENT THEIR WORKS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EXHIBITION. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK MR. EIICHI
HAMANISHI, DIRECTOR OF THE JAPAN FOUNDATION, WHO SPONSORS TO PRINT THE
CATALOGUES AND POSTERS OF THIS PREVIEW
LASTLY WE WOULD LIKE TO SEND OUR WARM CONGRATULATIONS TO THE COM-
MITTEE OF ASIAN ARTS AT THEFUKUOKA ART MUSEUM ON THEIR WILL TO IMPROVE
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ASIAN ARTISTS FOR THE SAKE OF ARTISTIC DEVELOP-
MENT AMONG ASIAN COUNTRIES IN THE FUTURE,
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THAI CONTEMPORARY ART

SAWASDI TANTISUK

Art is an important manifestation of a nation ’ s culture and identity. It preciously depicts life,
the beauty of nature. It defines the environment and society as well as being food for thoughts for
the humanity. Thais have had a high degree of culture since ancient times as could be seen from royal
throne halls, temples, monasteries, murals and buddha images. These artistic achievements are a great na-
tional heritage in the fields of art, archeology, history ard are worthy of studying.

Thai art is divided into two categories

1. Traditional Thai Art which mainly concerns religion and is known as“Buddhistic Art” This type of’
art which adheres strictly to handed down traditions could be seen in the murals depicting the life of
the Buddha, the Jataka tales, Thai literature, various statues of Buddhas in different gestures from !
different periods, wood carvings from temple fronts, door temples with in laid mother of pearls and

lacquer works. . e .
2. Contemporary Art or what is understood as modern art, This is an art which is created freely by artists

mostly still living and is very different from the Traditional Art. This is because Thai society has changed
a lot due to modern technology in travel, education, modern living and out look. All this and other
influences have created a reaction between the east and the west. Thai contemporary art is a creative
manifestation of modern Thai culture.

Thai contemporary art had its beginning in the reign of King Chulalongkorn.Returning from European

tours, His Majesty brought back with him western architects sculptors anﬁ%s&lq%lﬁwtmu seum

style buildings such as the Chakri Throne Hall. Thai artists working with their western counter parts
learnt new techniques and knowledges. Various institutes of learning from elementary schools to univer-
sities have stressed the value of both Traditional Thai Art and Contemporary Thai Art as well as the
major artistic works of the world. Exhibitions of Art has been encouraged by the government as well
as various public and private organizations.

The government had initiated the National Art Exhibition in 1948 and it is now a yearly event. Various
art exhibitions such as the ones put on by Thai Farmers Bank, the Metropolitan Bank and the ,Bua Luang,
competitions by the Bangkok Bank have all been great encouragement for Thai Artists. Thai artists
have had the opportunities to travel and study abroad many of whom have proudly displayed their works
in International Biennals and exhibitions. Their works bring the development of Thai contemporary
art up to the present

Complying with the invitation from Fukuoka City, Japan,The Fine Arts Department through
the National Gallery has invited Thai Artists from Government organizations as well as independant
artists to submit 2 pieces of their works in painting , sculpture and the graphics to be exhibited on 30
metres of wall space at the ,Festival : Contemporary Asian Art Show 1980., to be held at the art museum
of Fukuoka, Japan in November 1980.

The Fine Arts Department has appointed a committee to select 22 pieces out of 65 submitted works to
be sent for the exhibition.
There are 10 paintings
2 sculptures
10 graphics

All of the 22 pieces have had their tittles, medias, sizes, names of artists printed on the catalogue and
‘this is an aditional brief description of some of the works.

Painting oil, acrylics or mixed media all concerned with beauty feelings religion, art, archeological
artifacts, life, nature and abstraction. The artists produced different works of art that are unique and ori-
ginal.

“LIGHT ON THE WALL" by Preecha Thaothong gives life to the light on murals with beautiful colours.
“Buddha Footprint” by Pichai Nirunt reflects the faith and compassion of Buddhism
“REFLECTION OF LIFE IN LOTUS LEAF " by Pratuang Emjaroan, a composition in the shape of
the lotus leaf with reference to modern society. :

"MAN "by Sompong Aduonyasarapan shows humanity struggling within the society.

"BEYOND HORIZON "by Worariddh Riddhagni, a feeling of quiet in nature with undertone of religion
“Ceremony " by Chalermchai Kositpipat, a painting in tempera portraying the beauty and emotions
from Thai life and tradition.

* Struggle by Panya Vijinthanasarn, a new and creative idea based on traditional form showing the
struggle in modern society.

“The Reflection” by Chainarong Charoenpanitkul, a composition of mixed media with small boxes and
I:_nirror; rﬁﬁ ing in some parts. A new and interesting idea.

MJS’L EI Somsak Jungpakdee,a special ambiance from a corner of a household.

“Colour of light and shadow™ by Veena Dama The beauty of light and shade on the floor with natural
still life.

Sculpture

«Despair, by Misiem Yipintsoi, bronze, gives a feeling direct from life with sculptured gestures.
oChild, by Somchai Thaothong, stone very interesting work depicting the endearing cuteness of a child.

Graphics Avery talented mixture of techniques in various prints, showing inspirations and sensual
perceptions all flowing out in abstraction. An expression of feelings in contemporary Thai graphics,
valuable graphics and exact compositions, the use of colours and values that are bright and simple showing
freshness and spontaniety in what the artists want to express such as

“Wall E” by Ithipol Thangchalok, the use of colour and texture of a solid wall.
“Bag No.1" by Tuan Terapichit has the right combination of composition colour and value. While the
strenght in contrasts of black and white grouping provide the conflict for.

~QOpposition of form No.3" by Pishnu Supainimit and “Planes on planes No.9 by Kamol Suwutho is
also veryinteresting.

“Serenity VIII by Vatcharee Vongvattanananta Using the form of a lotus leaf to give a feeling of peace

and serenity.

‘Relationship between the nude form and its environment No.1" by Thepsakdi Tongnopkoon show
harmony and sweetness in the outline of a female nude with material as composition. Meticulous techni-
que and skill in printing are admirable.



“Rellection No.2 " another interesting print by Decha Warashoon with perfect composition simple forms
and tones are as admirable as “Impressive " by Thavorn Ko-udomvit “Clue 80 No.1" by Sittiporn Sainate
~Clue 80 No. 1» by Sittiporn Sainate and “Suppression” by Chancham Mukdaprakorn are both abstract
modern graphic which gives vent to feelings by abstraction.
Most of the chosen works by Thai Artists are created by inspirations from life, tradition, religion, nature,
modern society. In creation the traditional forms were used and modified to retain the national character-
istics but independant forms from life, nature society and abstraction also provided the inspiration for an
international creativity.
Hopefully these contemporary works of art representing contemporary Thai artists would capture thg in-
terests of the spectators at the Art exhibition at Fukuoka.
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SILK SCREEN
REFLECTION NO 2,
SILK SCTEEN

NQBMAN 2523

6688 Y.
MAY 1980
66 x88 cm.

WA 2520

100 X100 Tal.
OCTOBER 1977
100x100 CIM.
WOHMAY 2523
66.5X76.5 TU.
may 1980

86.5x 76.6 cm.
uNTIAN 2523
132 X152 7).
JANUARY 1980
132 x162 CIM.
famiAy 2521
135X 83 TU.
AUGUST 1978
135x 83CM.

2523

160 x80 T2l
1980

160%80 CIm.
numuf 2523
110.5x 71 T3,
FEBUARY 1980
71x110.5Ccm.
2523

137 x130 T,
1980
137x130Cm.,
WIMMAY 2523
26%20 .
MAY 1980
26x20 Cm.
2522

5570 T,
1979

55x79 CM.
2522

86 x68 T,

68x86 CITl.

CATALUGE
WU !‘) 2521
ETCHING 78 x58 TU.
WALLE.
ETCHING 78x58 CIMl.
mivaudativeszins 3 2521
INTAGLIO 90x70 T,
OPPOSITION OF FORMS NO 3. 1978.
INTAGLIO 90x70 CIM..
ANUAIL 8 numnuf 2522
INTAGLIO 63%85.5 T,
SERENTITY VII 1979,
INTAGLIO 63%85.5 Cm.
ILUIVVUIZHIY 9 2522
INTAGLIO 63 x72 Tu.
PLANES ON PLANES NO. 9 1979.
INTAGLIO 63x72 cm.
199300 80 MINUIAY 1. unmAY 2523
COLLOGRAPH 83X63 Y.
CLUEBONO 1. JANUARY 1980.
COLLOGRAPH 83x63Cm.
dlu@anazin winviay 1 UMW 2523
Sty 117102 U,
COLOUR OF LIGHT AND SHADOW No 1.  FEBUARY 1980,
OIL ON CANVAS 177x102 cm,
ANuIiunA fuinu 2522
INTAGLIO 61X78 T,
SUPESSION MARCH 1979,
l‘f'\lTAGLIO 61x78 cm,
auna WOBMAY 2523
uTaud 137 g,
PESPAIR MAY 1980
BRONZ- 137¢cm.
HAAUUEIA WaBmAY 2523
Fozmwiauudly 136 X120 T,
LIGHT ON THE WALL MAY1979,
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 136 X120 cm.
Wisunsum WHBmAw 2523
Fhduuwmly 126 X158 T,
BUDDHA FOOTPRINT MAY 1980.
OIL ON CANVAS 126 x158 cm,
amidiniisvesginssdndanlden
fudanadoumnuiay 1 2523
ETCHING 95X 75 T,

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE NUDE PORM
AND ITS ENVIRONMENT NO. |

1980
95 x75Cm.
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PICHAl NIRUNT
BORN :
February 7, 1936 Place : Bangkok
ADDRESS :
110/6 Ekachai Street, Bang Khun
Thian District, Bangkok
Tel. 468-5499
OFFICE :
— Fine Arts Department
EXHIBITION :
- 10th National Exhibition of Art
11 th National Exhibition of Art
12 th National Exhibition of Art
14 th National Exhibition of Art
= Ist Art Exhibition at Suan Phakkad
Palace
- Twelve Artists  Exhibition at
Tourist Organization of Thailand
= st Exbition of Art at Grift Gallery
One man show at Phya Thai
Gallery, Gallery 20 and Trio
Gallery
Ascan Artists Group, Bangkok,
Kuala Lumper, Singapore, Jakaria
and Manila
Contemporary Art  Exhibition in
Britain, Hawaii, Denmark
Five Artists Exhibition at Malay-
sia, Singaporc

1

|

Intenational Biennial Exhibition of
Art, Sao Paolo, Brazil
Exhibition of Thai Artists in Japan
Exhibition in New York, U.S.A.
Travel Exhibition in U.S.A.
AWARDS :
= 3rd Prize, Painting, 11 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok
= 2nd Prize, Painting, 12 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok
= 1 st Prize, Painting. 14 th Natiopal
Exhibition of Art. Bangkok
= 3rd Prize, Painting, 15 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok

INSPIRATION :
To Sprcad out Buddhist Religion
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OFFICE :

The faculty of Painting, Sculp-
ture and Graphic Art

EXHIBITIONS :
— Art Exhibition of Christian Center

Student, Bangkok

20th, 21th, 22th, 23th, 24th, 25th
National Exhibition of Art, Bang-
kok.

Ist. 2nd, 3rd, Bua Luany Art
Exhibition. Bangkok.

}st, 2nd, 3rd Anniversary The
Bhirasri Institute of Modern Art,
Bangkok,

The Bangkok Metropolitance Bank
Exhibition of Art. Bangkok.

The National Environmental Com
mittee Bangkok

Contemporary Art of Thailand,
Germany, Copenhagen, Denmark.
Ist, 2nd, Art Exhibition “Silpakorn
20" Group, Bangkok.

I st, 2nd, Art Exhibition by The
Mambers of The Facully of Pain-
tion Sculpturc and graphic Art
Bangkok.

The Contemporary Art Competi-
tion 1979 Bangkok-

8th International Festival of The
Art 1979, Singapore

One Man Show, The Bhirasri Insti-
tute of Modern Art, Bangkok.
Contemporary Art of Thailand at
Cologn, Munigh, Berlin, Humburg
Studgard, Franfert West Germany
Art Exhibition Asian Group in In-

donesia
1 st Art Exhibition of Thailand

One Man Show at Pressident Hotel
Contcmporary Art Exhibition of
Thailand in U.S.A. by ThaiAirway

AWARDS :

Won the Prize Art Exhibition of
Christian Center Student, Bangkok

- 2nd Prize, Painting, 22 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok.

~ | st Prize, Painting, 23 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok.

- | st Prize, Painting, 24 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok.

- | st Prize, Painting, 25 th National
Exhibition of Art, Bangkok-

- 3rd PrizeBua Luang Art Exhibition,
Bangkok.

- 3rd Pnze Bangkok Metropolitan
Bank Art Exhibition, Bangkok.

- 3rd Prize BuaLuang Art Exhibition,
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mmmw Fnlyd Buleshsu woz BORN :
1948 Place : Dhonburi

ADDRESS :
248/57 Soi Phiphat, Charansani-
twong Road, Ban Chang Lor, Bang

\'lmluuﬁ
A ! w2
- mauaeanudadueanan “‘rading
S €4
20" AN 1 UDLATIN 2
- - €4
- UNIIANIAAINIINAIIN 1, 2 UDT 3

" Bangkok.
2 kok , .
1 WHuNINY 2623 Y0130 AOIZEAINTIY 2 - Won the Prize. Contemporary Art
HAIUUHM - mazmedansninmit v Competition 1979, Bangkok,
~ A} 136x120 FU. a g A « EDUCATION : INSPIRATION :
doaswdnuuH1ly LRI lm'l‘ ARG B.F.A. Hons. Painting, Silpakorn Light and Shade Aggear on Archi-
LIGHT ON THE WALL MAY 1979 - Qm:jmnm.n‘nx{ztdmumwm A3 University tecture - With the Feelings of Sereni-
136x120 cm. LI ERLAIN M.F.A. Painting,Silpakorn Univer- ty and sacred of religion which
ACRYLICON CANVAS — MIiaRARItnIa oI sity is the national unity
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PRATUANG EMJAROEN

BORN :
October 9, 1935 : Dhonburi
ADDRESS :

48/1 moo 7, Bangkae Nua, Pasi
Charoen, Bangkok
Self Studies

INSPIRATION :

Truth of Nature Through Medita-
tion into its Depth
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CEREMONY AUGUST 1978
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TEMPERA ON PAPER
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CHALERMCHAI KOSITPIPAT

BRON :
1954 Place : Chiang Rai
ADDRESS :
41 Soi Sucharit I,
Dusit, Bangkok
EDUCATION :
Silpakorn University (B.F.A. Tradi-
tional Art)

EXIBITIONS :

— 31d and 4 th Bua Luang Art Exhi-

bition

— 25 th National Exhibition of Art,
Bangkok

— The Bhirasri Institute of Modern
Art Exhibition

- Art Exhibition of Christian Center
Student

— Thai Art Exhibition

AWARDS :

= lst Prize Traditional Painting,
3rd Bua Luang Art Exhibition

- 2nd Prize, Traditional Painting,
4 th Bua Luang Art Exhibition

Rama V Street,

— 3 rd Prize Painting, 25 th Nation-
al Exhibition of Art,Bangkok
INSPIRATION :
Relation between Buddhism and
the Thai way of live



