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The ancient Khmer architects, stonemasons and sculptors twho fushioned the majestic
wmoniments of Angkor have recently acquired a niodem colleagate, Thai artist Souiboon
oo has prodced
nd sketches of the temple nins. Presented in this

Phuangdorkmai. An extrenely talented young painer, K

an

i fanions series. of wadercoloirs

ook are the finest of er works, sensitive reudians of the fintastic reations of e

] irigs i A rghemgulclaptng: dheedeqaetys oflussicutnforme a fresh rmoden style

stccess of which has led to this pemtanent record of fer achicvement. The paintings and
shetehes which follow not only portray the grandenr of the ancient Klimer civil
bt also, more importantly, symbolize the shared heritage aud the wnigue relationship
which exists betuxen the kingdonts of Thailand and Canibodia

Those who have already visited Angleor wil find in his book menmories recaled
with the viy
edly find compelliug reasons 10 go and experience their wonder in person. The form asd

aion,

Iness of dreams. Thhose 1who liave yet to see tite monunicnts will iwndoubt-

neaning of these stunring sights huumble the mind, it the spirit and toucl the soul. In
short, as Khun Somtboon’s marvellous works richly attes, the magic i still there!
—=
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There is a popular belief that Angkor was rediscovered in 1860 by French natural-
ist Henri Mouhat, But although what had been the capital of the ancient Khmer

Uatouched fy archac- empire was abandoned in the 15th century and left to the ravages of the wopical

olggeste, aucch gf T
Loroltnt reacien i the
b ol e e
(27 % 57 em).

% s never lost or forgafgen. It remined a site of religious pilgrim-
s s s W linc of European
TEoundation:—
mously published travel diaries, was to fire the imagination of a Western audience.
But if Mouhat did not strictly rediscover Angkor — and he never made.
any such elaim for himself— his story does highlight the extracrdinary power
of the ruins to inspire wonder. Although we know far more facts about Angkor
today, we still half want to believe in some miraculous discovery. So vast in extent
and 0 evocative in appearance are the monuments that, in a sense, each of us
rediscovers Angkor anew.and cannot help but marvel at the sight
ng Angkor Wat in 1962, English writer Sacheverell Sitwell recorded:
“This 1s what we think in the first moment of seeing the five towers rising before.
our eyes; that some being of Pharaonic importance whose very name has been
(mgnttm lived here, that he reigned here, or came. here to be buried. .. Just the
approach to Angker Wat is on a grander scale than anything i the living world."
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ln Artint at Anghonr A Futroduciion

Today, Thai artist Somboon Phuangdorkmai, even though familiar
with anci

it oriencal architecture in her own country, responds with similar
amazement. She deseribes her first impressions of Angkor s, “Wow! | was just

from the first moment. | was surprised at the vaseness of the sice and
the huge scale of the monurnents, How, | wondered, did man manage to build
such marvels in stone?” Her amazement was all the greater for Angkor being a
totally unexpected c:

pericnce — she simply had never pla

to visit the ruins

It was while Somboon was in Phnom Penh to open an exhibition in
January, 1994, that 4 friend tald the then 34-year-old artist that she ought o

q'l' make 2 side: izkor. She took fils advicd pecting to spend just two or
?;J A r‘t M u 5 E U{Ff'.l'l,‘ ,lﬁvﬁ.mm @,g{j\ﬁnm Bangkok. But

st wils the impact'of Anigkor on the ardst's imagination that what was ntended

7 asa brief holiday turned into a threc-and-a-half-month stay, broken only by two
quick trips back to Thailand to replenish stocks of paper and paints. It proved

to be a highly productive period yielding more than 100 paintings and three full
f ?SQF sketch-books
I felc possessed by a desire o capture my feelings," Somboon remarks
“Every day |'d walk and stop and sketch and paint, walk, skewch and painc” The . tove: e artin
passion Somboon felt for Angkor was reflected in her work, and she painted sheschigy the. Noreh
entirely on location with remarkable speed and complete assurance. Gate g lyglior Fiom.
| Following a long tradition of travellers who have attempted to eapture
Angkor on paper — Mouhot had sketched the ruins, as did Louis Delaporte, Faciny page: the

thie official artist attached to the 1860s French Mckong expedition — Somboon - fdsed wordk.
beeame thoroughly immersed in a sense of discovery, The vistal impact ofthe




