ﬁK O SIT—J UNTARATIP

Copulate with LOVE

"Copulate with LOVE" BY KOSIT JUNTARATIP JUNE 18th-29th, 1994 AT ART FORUM GALLERY
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1 PARCEL POST "I LOVE YOU"1993
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In search for the meaning of "LOVE"
The different media are inclined to consider the meaning of
the word ‘Love’ in times of contemporary Capitalism, mainly
as a matter for teenagers. Terms like ‘Fulfilled Love’, ‘Broken
Heart. ‘Sexual Intercourse’ etc.are commonly used.
In the Past. however, ‘Love’ was a Philosophical matter: it
appeared in the writings of famous Philosophers like Plato,
Aristoteles, and others.
It was also considered to be the core of every Religion.
Buddhism sees ‘the love for one-self (the partner of your
partner), as a confiscation of the own self. the wrong start, the
wrong entrance, a sickness of the soul, leading people and
society towards suffer, towards impatience and ongoing
wartare,

‘An ancient problem’, retold in a new version, to be reconsid-
éred by Artists of the new generation.

In all of his waorks, Kosit Juntaratip, an artist from Chiang Mai.
searches for the true meaning of ‘Love’. In the eyes of the
writer, this ‘ancient problem’ challenges

contemporary social conditions: Human

*hts Freedom, Equality, Individuality,

apitalism, Exploitation, Democracy etc..
In the Artistic Field. we will admire an Art-

texhlbitiorms ‘Magic set’ (second edition), at
he National Gallery, and The artist run-
ning away from the Monks: Art running

awary from ‘Dharma, (1993), he printed

the .
words °l love you' on a corner of each

Wla“ of the last room of the exhibition. He
a

S0 showed heaps of postal packages.
containing the same words I love you',

eopl
P'e who have shown lack of ‘Love" like Adolf Hitler, would

receive one.
After : )

that, Kosit continued his search for a definition of the
word “Love’,

from different perspectives. by investigating the
!OVB for

i his parents or the love between youngsters. He
em
- Pted to find a mode of communication that could be
(o]
'® representative for the word ‘Love’, which in itself is just

a | isti
Inguistic  symbol. These works evoked a critical debate

am

H ONg the spectators on ‘Arts and Ethics’. When. in his work
eart' . ‘
art (1993). he surprised us with a real Human heart-speci-

Men from the hospital. one of the most heared responses
Vas "Suppose this heart belonged to one of your relatives.
how would you feel about thatr

ot challenging work, Kosit did in the project "Second Art
Feétlval' Temples: Cemeteries: Private-Residences: Public
Buildings: Streets: Bridges: Walls: Rivers and Canals: Open

Spaces'. Kosit organized his personal. Wedding-ceremony on
Valentine’s day (February 14. 1994), at the Chiang Mai First
Church, with his bride: a life-size plastic puppet. By doing so.
he made an obligue comment on contemporary materialistic
value-system. His Wedding looked very real: the ceremony,
the location-joyfully decorated. his invited relatives and
friends. and a real Priest. Kosit altered true social issues: he
altered Tradition by changing it into "Art: he reconsidered
Meaning and Aesthetics. A certain amount of those partici-
pants present didnt agree to find real life being used as Art:
‘Deceit, Destructive for Art, Destructive for Religion.

But the activity was concluded with some interesting words by
the performing Priest: "When Art is not separated from life. Art
will not be just a theatreplay. When Art is ‘proceeding one’ s
life in search of Beauty’ that is doing God's WiIll"

As for Kosit's last piece of work ‘Copulate with LOVE". |
believe it evokes issues that are worth considering. In his work
‘Good Art or not. the artist didn't produce the work with his
own hands. When another person is em-
ployed to make the work. the artist per-
forms the role of selecting ‘things that al-
ready exist, facts from Human History’ by
not adapting or altering the presented pic-
tures all that much. Kosit chooses histori-
cal pictures, representative for love, across
the borders of time and space: Love-
chronicles from tragedies and comedies,
1 highly worshipped love, delicate love and
instinctive love. He arranges these pictures
in an orderly lined-up manner, offering us
the opportunity to converse with each of
the 48 pieces. The artist's personal vision
and mood, involved in the work, is minimal
compared with art works from the Past.
Kosit provokes the *Ancient problem’ in the
consciousness of the viewers. The ‘Love’

2 HEART, 1993 he presents is diverse both in meaning
ad
Q’-‘ Y 10 be mailed to various people all over the world: even

and Artistic technique:

Picture 1, mailing ‘Love’ through postal packages to various
people throughout History:

Picture 2. questioning the limits of Artistic expression:

Picture 3, altering the meaning of real social manifestations
to Art:

Picture 4. a picture of the Taj Mahal Love-chronicle: a picture
of Van Gogh, cutting off his ear for his love: a picture of
sexual intercourse: a picture of teenage-love: love for Super-
stars: a picture of Thai people's love for the present Monar-
chy: a picture of ‘Worship-love-the Christian love towards

“God (Jesus nailed on the Cross). the “love’ for Buddha: etc..

The representations we see here, will grow in the minds of the
viewers. They may flourish in beauty and silence for everyone
individually. We won't find any ready-made answers here The
meaning of Love, the meaning of Life, 1s a matter. different for
each and every individual. Uthit Atimana

Translation by Jan De Vieeschauwer
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Love never claims, it ever gives.

Love ever suffers, never resents, never revenges. itself.

Gandh1

4 DETAIL FROM "Copulate with LOVE" 1993

It is pleasant to be loved, for this... makes a man

see himself as the possessor of goodness, a thing that
every being that has a feeling for it desires to possess:
to be loved to be valued for one's own personal

qualities. Aristotle, Rhetoric, 1371a 18

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it d0’~.
not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but

rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always

Uandh b mumﬂmauuavmammuacﬂlﬁhﬁ %ﬂﬂﬁﬁ&hﬁ' SEthibts, BWayE) Ropesy) Always perseveres.
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3 LILY OVARY (February 14th,1994) AT THE CHIANGMAI FIRST CHURCH

(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one
who fear is not made perfect in love. (1 JOHN 4:18)
LCet us not love with words or tongue but with actions
(1 JOHN 3:18)
A new command I give you : Love one another.
As I have loved you, So you must love one another
(JOHN 13:34)

and in truth.

All love, however ethereally it may bear itself, is
rooted in the sexual impulse alone, nay, it absolutely
is only a more definitely determined, specialised, and
the

indeed " in strictest

sense

individualised sexual

impulse.
Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Idea,
Vol. 111, 44

Whatever is done from love always occurs beyond
good and evil.

Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, IV, 153

"Copulate with LOVE" 19x19 INCHES EACH PHOTOGRAPHICAL WORK BY SUWAT SUPACHAVINSWAD

KOSIT JUNTARATIP ADDRESS :
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