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* When you knew that you were going to get rich,
you wouldn’t have one bit of happiness. *
... Prateep Kochabua
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| remembered when | was in third grade,
| drew Tossakan. | wanted so much to
believe that he is real with child-like
imagination. Only when | am older, | am
able to recreate realistic Tossakan in my
own version.

Black sheep

| was born at noon on Songkran Day in the year of a tiger. As far as

| can remember, we were medium size family, grandmather, father,
mother, an aunt, and four siblings, myself, the fourth and the youngest
child. Grandma, who was single, owned the house we lived in. An old
wooden traditional Thai-style house. She was also our main benefactor..
Considering quite a landowner, she rented out the land for tenents to
build residence homes, considered quite an affluent person in our
community.

| shared a bedroom with my two older sisters. My older brother had the
luxuary of living upstair with Grandma because he was adopted. He was
the only one among us that had fair skin as if he was born into aristocracy.
As for me, | was born with ink-dark skin. But my mother adored me,
while others not so much. | was pretty much mischievous little boy
which was not very endearing so people would pinched me black and
blue because of my misdeeds.

Our humble abode was simply constructed from old wooden planks, and
behind our house was an overgrown spookish orchard. Even though we
were living in the Thonburi area, it was still a sparse neighborhood back

Bangkok Noi and our esided In Soi Wat Yang Kao.

| couldn’t tell exactly when my grandma settled here, but judging from
the amount of cobwebs and the deteriorated state of the house. it was
safe to say that the house was at least 50 years old. The weathered
facade and the wear and tear added to the nightmarish.

Going up to grandma’s floor of the house was strictly forbidden for kids
like me. It was allowed only if | was summoned to, such as when she
wanted her legs massage. Grandma was very terrifying, but she was a
great cook. According to my mom, she used to work in the royal kitchen.
Her food was unrivaled and we all still reminisced about her cooking.
She always used premium ingredients , my mother would be her assistant
In the kitchen.

We were among a close-knit community, and everywhere | turned there
was an auntie’s house, uncle’s house, grandma’s house, grandpa’s
house. And everyone was a craftsman of some sort-carpenters, goldsmiths,
sculptors, carvers, etc. Some made Khon masks, while some made
Buddha statues. | considered myself lucky to be born in such a surrounding,
growing up amongst craftsmen.
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A walk-in memory lane. Life of people
along the canal, my birthplace, Thonburi,
WANAN ( 2545 ) still fresh in my mind. | was 40 when |

forasanuurnly 2R 176 x 156 B.41. painted this. Ordinary people, going
Luang Ta Ma ( Traditional Thai Music ) 2002 about their business, simple excitement

Acrylic on Canvas 176 x 156 cm that the abbot had to intervene.
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