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Koki: A Gift from Her Father and a Gift to Him

There are probably two reasons that “Papa” Thavorn
Ko-udomvit asked me to write about him and his
daughter, Koki (Kirana Ko-udomvit). First, a lot of people
knpu{ about my own daughter, Toei, who has been
painting pictures from the time she was very smat=just

ke Koki. SECOI d ]asl yea ’ wrote a p I I Ii I
" ece ab ra

daughter and myself for the Father's Day issue
Praew magazine that got a very positive response. Some
readers wrote to say that it brought tears to their eyes.
Other claimed that it helped them to understand
why their husbands distanced themselves from their
daughters just as they were becoming teenagers.
In fact, this is probably the main reason that “Papa”
Thavorn wanted me to contribute something to
the program for this father-daughter exhibition.

~ Of course, I'm honored to do so, and | can see how
fitting it actually is. Like Thavorn, | have one daughter
whom | love very much. And I've known Thavorn for
such a long time, ever since he came to take the exam
to enter the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic
Arts, where | was already a teacher. He took a number
of undergraduate and graduate courses with me, and

after completing his studies, he became a good friend
and colleague in the Graphic Arts Department.

But our relationship isn't just a professional one.
Over the years our families have grown incredibly close.
When | got married, Thavorn and his first wife helped
with the preparations, and when my daughter was born,
as (bad?) luck would have it, he saw her face before

X Art Museum Foundatiga 2 e sexs ueve knoun cach ater 1y

(After all, | am (slightly) older, and I've been a teacher
(a bit) longer. So what else can you expect?) But despite
these affronts, Thavorn has never retaliated, either
physically or verbally. In fact, I'm sure it hasn't even
crossed his mind to try. When he married Khun Kanokrat,
a lovely and charming woman, all his friends and
colleagues were delighted for him, and when their son
Phen was born, | remember how happy | was to see the
couple's love bear such wonderful fruit. The birth
of their daughter Koki a few years later was, for me, an
even more joyous event. | couldn't help but recall how
overjoyed I'd been at the birth of my own daughter and
how surprised | was to see my wife in tears, afraid
she'd disappointed me by not having a son. How could



she not know that everythi )

] ything I'd hoped an
forl had fL{Sl been given to me? (Andpif we I?agr;)frd
chﬂdgﬁ:n I'd want them all to be girls!) :

ere is something very 5pecial ab

; out the bon
ggé:vt-zaegda father and his daughter. A daughter is a giﬁ
» sent down from heaven to fulfill a man and

keep himin line! | have no d
keey ! 0 i
in his place! After all, no e o

thing is more precious to g
o e ter all nanng smor ecam o fmma. | X Art Museum Founda

more sensitive. She sof
t_he foolish pride that ca
little girl riding pig

lenf.s his.heart and breaks down
. Er;c:t[?(lmd l::m to his own faults. That
| on her father's shoul i
a ?uardlan angel, waiching over him and kee;iggrﬁirl:
ts(}ade;yC[?ﬁ;th?oog_qf lha'}]l unique bond is on display here

y. I'1s sharing the limelight with
Thailand’'s most eminent paj i Hire sty of

: painters is little sh
amazing. Normal_ly. Thavorn would look down his ng;le g{
andartfst SO gfarmgly lacking in academic credentials
an professional honors. But not in this case. Here
he's happy to cede the spotlight, all because.it's his
beloved daughter °

Lately, whenever I've met Thavorn i

orninthe cla

the conference hall, or the canteen, and we’svsemﬁ;?il

a couple of free minutes, he has opened up a folder and
shown me some of his daughter's pictures. They really
are quite impressive, and when | tell him so, he proudly
boasts, “My daughter did them!" In fact, many people
are struck by the energy and originality of Koki's pictures,
but no one could ever be as generous in their praise and
gnthusiasm as her father. When his daughter is with him,

tm Thavorn will plead with her to draw something,
frief” [tk

most children, sometimes she'll comply and
other times she won't. (Koki has drawn my picture, t0o.)
One day | asked Thavorn whether he'd ever wheedled
and cajoled one of his students to draw like that. He
told me that the only person he would ever do that for
was his daughter.
At times | try to provoke him. “Your daughter’s
a better artist than you are!" And of course, if | said
this about any other kid, smoke would start pouring out
of his ears, but because it's Koki, Thavorn just beams.
He couldn't be prouder. In fact, though, Koki really is
a better artist than her dad sometimes, given that he has
taken to stealing some of her ideas for his paintings.
But | suppose that Koki would get angry if she heard me
say that. No one is allowed to say bad things about her



beloved father. In her eyes, he can do no wrong. He's
a great artist, you know. Koki, there's no need to tell
me how much you love your dad. Whenever | make
a wisecrack about him, you get this disapproving look
on your face and all your love for him comes shining
through. Maybe you remember the time | promised to
speak at the opening of one of your father’s exhihitigns
last year. But because of obligations upcountry, IH@
able to attend. As a surprise, | decided to talk with S0
people close to Thavorn (myself included), record the
interviews on a DVD and have it played at the opening
of the exhibition. I interviewed his son Paint, his house-
keeper Khun Yaen, and Koki. Paint is a teenager and
didn't mind gossiping about his father, but Koki had
almost nothing to say. To her, her father is a god. The
most ridiculous question | asked was this: “Koki, do you
love your father very much?" Her eyes flashing, she
answered without a moment's hesitation: “More than
anything else in the world.” It was an answer that summed
up the nature of their relationship better than any other
words ever could. It was an expression of the purest
love. She is entirely devoted to him, and he to her.
In the immortal words of the Lebanese poet-
philosopher, Kahlil Gibran: "We are all bound to one

another by the ties of family.” It is equcialiy true of
fathers and daughters. While friendship can forge
bonds that last a lifetime, there is something muc_h
stronger about the bonds between a father and his

children. .
When | first heard about this father-daughter exhibi-

ma IX Art Museum Foundatigpis, w2 yenderul dea Eeresero

i he pictures themselves becomes almost
Sgceéﬂga:y. ar?d deciding who's the better artist misses
the point completely. Compared to the love that joins
a father and his daughter, art and artists take a back
seat, especially in a limef like tioday. when the world

irsting for love for so long.

nas b:SSL:? trswe %panishads. the great lqdia_n poet-
philosopher Rabindranath Tagore wrote: “This world
arose from love; it exists for love; it seeks love, and it
merges with love.” With the poet's permission, | would
like to amend the verse thus: “The father-daughter
relationship expressed in these works of art arose trorlw
love, exists for love, seeks love, and merges with love.

Pishnu Supanimit
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