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The hook, the line and the sinker of Thai History 101
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History Class (Thanon Ratchadamnoen) _ Y a2 r‘____ o

By Sutee Kunavichayanont

Work’s title : History Class

Concept : The good old days.
Sombody’s cherished plot which becomes a history.
Memories selectively forgotten and retained.

An attempt fo connect the obscured days of the past to manufacture a present.

Fourteen ordinary classroom desks made of wood have been engraved with words and pictures from modern Thai political

history. From the democratic struggles of Ror Sor 103 in Rama V's reign and Nai

Tienwan : the revolution of 24 June 1932, through the
fascist years under Field Marshall Pibulsonggram :

the 14th and 6th October events, down to the horrors of Black May 1992,
Viewers are invited to participate in the exhibifion by loying a piece of paper on a desk and, with the use of @ pencil. moking

an eaosy print from the engraved desktop (like stone-rubbing or brass-rubbing). Repeat

the process on all the desk tops or any specific
one of your choice, and you will have souvenir prints with a bit

of history to take home.

rocess. each viewer gefs to make his o her own copy of the history lesson. which can be made unique by individual
rubbing techniques and choice of colours or even by making up new

In the p

compaositions.
This "History Class” was originally conceived as part of

the Pridi Bhanomyong Centenary celebrations last year, and first fook place
at the Democracy Monument.

(Samples of texts on each deskiop.)

Table 8 (As o result of this article, Dictator Fiy Savit Tanarat, Prime Minister
1938-1944

had unlimited power to order numerous execulions, Fi-mom being sub-

ama 1X Art Musl

"A dead body is better than a dead nation. A dead body is better Jected to any judicial procedures.)
than a dead name.”

“Believe in your leader, and the nction will be free fram danger.” Table 12

‘Believe in Pibul Songkrom to unify the country.” October 6, 1976
"Songs that bulld a country” “This s wor

5¢ than wor because the mass kiling is committed only ©N
“The name of our country will change from Siom to Thailand®

one side.”
“Thai will be Thai if we are one. Hooray.” -
i’ Chavalit Vinijjakul
"The hat paves our road towards superpower status,” 3
"Then they raped tha ifai . ane
Twelve versions of the constitution P & liteless bodies in a mast grotesque and inhum
way."
“Every Wednesday ofternoon all govemment officials stop working to
practice traditional Thai dance to promote culture Kongsak Asapak
-arnment moftoes and policies of Field Marshali P Fibulsongkram
n “Brother. pg
FPrime Minister)

licemen, plegsa stop shooting us. This is a peaceful gather

Ng. no arms. Oyr fepresentatives are negotiating with the government
Please do not —
Table 10 nof shed any more blood. We plead you to stop shooting
(The ple s 5
58-1063 Pieas of students frapped insigle Thammasat University. heard over
the

loudspeakears. directed at
I will solely fake the responsibility

: at
the police forces which were shooting
them,)

(Infamous words of Dictator M Sarit Tanarat)

Article 17 Chiah
'aturas Is it wrong i !

This arficle in the constitution gives the prime minister the 910 kil the feffists or communists?

| believe

authority tg Kitti
: it Vuttho -
it S 1 T ae

toke any measures fo suppress activities considered to be social s the right thing to do. Even though Thais df

disobedie

Budcihi 3 ; ) /
threatening national dhists. we do not consider this action as murder. AnY

e 7 i
One who is trying to destroy our nation, our religion. and

our menarchy s not a wr

secunty and the monarchy

> Qciivities onginate from within or without Any action ay

thorized by the prime minister for this Purg

4]

ici@r 0l . ! ust focus ©
sidered gitimate w2le human, We mus

by this constitution the fact that v,
duty

(Infamaouys Saving by Phrg Kittvuttho,

> action 5 camed out

" ve are kiling de : Thai’'s
the prime minister @ kiling demons, This is every

inform the parl

| = »FTh -}n
—— N . a rightist monk who gave ©
ierview o “Chaturas
uras Newspaper®

T e g W e e

published on June 29 1976)
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Horror in Pink # 1
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Horror in Pink
Concepf and photographs by Manit Srfiwanichpoom

Pink Man performed by Sompong Thawee

Q : What did they die for?
A . So we can go shopping.
How shocking when, last yeor, more than a millon voters elected Samak sundaravej their new govemor of Bangkok

.| was
flabbergasted. Was not this the same Samak who back in October 1976 went on radio to urge that brute force be used against pro

democracy protesters, in the events that culminated in the most homitying massacre in Bangkok history?
| osked myself: Has everyone forgotten? Does 'October & mean nothing to us now? D
o e even care? Have (R @G Mo ATt M
from history? u

Because of this, | don’t think it would be too much for me to hold that ‘Pink Man® stands for present day Thailand. While out shopping

the man in the obscene pink safin suit with a matching obscene pink shopping cart - a soulless man without @ conscience to trouble him
o trouble hi
amuses himself by joining the ogling crowd in news photographs of unimaginable cruelty from the May Massacre and events of 14 and &
vents o an
October. My, he's really getting his rocks off. How he enjoys himself.

(6 October 1976 Rightwing fanatic’s massacre of democracy protesters)
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memory of all our heroes who lald down their lives for democracy, in the hope that Thai

history will ne r 4
¥ will not forget them and that their ultimate sacrifice will not
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Sometimes we come across news reports of miracles, when sacred
images of, say, the Virgin Mary, are alleged to weep tears of blood.
People often foke this as a sign that bad fimes are coming. and the
Holy Ones are weeping out of pity for the wretched fate of humanity.

" So it would not be surprising if similar miracles should occur here in Siam.

: Weeping Icon #1 : 'The Mem Sah’b and I’ {p.16)

" Globalisation took its fist steps into Siam In King Mongkut's life time.

With his third eye, which after spending 27 years as a monk he is likely

'_ fo have developed. he sees o prophetic vision of his country in the

future; a country now known os ‘Thailand’ and bereft of ils spiritual

" independence.

. Weeping lcon #2: ‘A Father's Tears’

(p.14)

Thoi people are lost ond disoriented, with nothing to tumn fo in our
insecurity.  We look back on King Chulalongkern's long reign as a
Golden Age. the last time we were happy. Every Tuesday his worship-

* pers gather ot his equestrian statue in front of parioment. begaing for

divine intervention from “Royal Father.”

If "Royal Father” should ever awaken, if he should see the state

. that "Thailand® is in, including the pitiful people gathered at the feet of

* Angelic Children

his statue, it is proboble that he would feel great sorrow and weep
blood tears.

Weeping Icon #3; 'The Exile' (p.15)

If Pridi Bhanomyong had not been slandered by his polifical enemies
and wrongly accused in the death of King Anondo. so that he was
forced to flee into exile for the rest of his life; and if the political futures
of many others who sincerely loved Siom had not gone down with him,
how much cleaner and more peaceful this count
P17)

The ideal citizen; what we all should be.

Portralt of “Little Granny’ (Widow of Nal Chit Sinhaseni) (p.19)

This painting is inspired by personal family history. All my life | have seen
‘Litile Granny’ walk around my grandmather’s compound. We children
did not know the full story, that her husband had been the scapegoat
royal page in the death of King Ananda; all we knew was that ‘Grondpa

Chit’, one of our relatives, had been wrongly executed, leaving “Little

Granny’ a widow with seven daughters fo take care of She had come
to seek refuge with our family,

‘Little Granny” likes to take me around the garden, showing me
traditional Thal plants. Talking to her over the years, | come to under-
stand her husband’s spiit of socrifice, love of homeland and divine
respect for the institution of monarchy - traits so ingrained in the blood
of his fomily, which hos served the crown so loyally for so many genera-
fions. Meanwhile cruel kids at school were caling her children “Sinhaseni
the King-killers!” | myself remember squirming when a history teacher
wrote my grandmather’s tamily name in bold white chalk smack in the
middle of the blackboard. right there in front of the whole closs, and
taught us all that it wos the name of the evil man who had shot King
Anonda

When elephanis fight, the grass is crushed. the proverb goes
With this painfing, for which Litlle Granny” kindly sat for me, | hope |
may be pemifted fo share the suffering of one blade of grass

Ing K
July 2001
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