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Painting of Scenery : Somsak Raksuwan
by Ittipol Tangchalok

Translated by Pakamas Sanguansai

(Ta)

The new era in Western art began in the late nineteenth
century; on the other hand the new era in Thai art appeared to

In fact, if we look closely, the idea of what was called

“New” in art is a result of applying “creativity and originality”

be during the time of King Rama IV ﬁ@m&] lpﬂﬁgr!rmdqeumaela:tﬂngﬁm not copying the style of the Western

an unorthodox style of Thai art that was different from
the previous traditional style of the Thai paintings. Some
might say that Silpa Bhirasri, an Italian artist who traveled to
Thailand as a sculptor for several major monument projects
in the Kingdom, who later founded Silpakorn University, was
the more prominent official person that was the pioneer
in creating new faces of art in Thailand. Since then, what
was considered the “new era in Thai art” played the most
significant role but was not sustainable similar to what had
happened in the long history of art everywhere. For instance,
the works of art by Klua In-Kong, Sitthidet Seanghiran, Saweang
Songmangmee, Chamras Khietkong, Fua Haripitak, Tavee
Nandakwang, Proyura Uluchadha or impressionist work by
Jitr Buabusaya were noted to be significant pieces of the “new
era of Thai art”. However, if we are looking back especially
from the present view point where globalization in art has
played such an important role, those above mentioned works
were described as the “old style of art” and for artists who
are still painting with such styles are sometime classified as

“low-grade artists.”

without any consideration whether it was appropriate or not
to our way of life. Also by further developing works of art from
the style which had already existed from other artists or, in
another instance, artists who created realistic works with the
objective of portraying details of the beauty in nature without
copying can be regarded as “creativity” as well, but perceptibly

to a lower degree of such creativity.

Works of art by Somsak Raksuwan while he was a
student at Silpakorn University is a good example of “creativity”.
He used the leftover materials that people perceived had
neither value nor beauty as the subjects in his artworks. By
closing up into the subject using realistic style of painting with
the objective of portraying the beauty from the eyes of the
artist, by focusing on lines, colors, value, and texture, combined
with shapes, sizes, various proportions, and rhythms, his
works sometimes can be viewed as “abstract” if looking from a
different point of view.

After graduation, the level of artwork by Somsak

Raksuwan unfortunately declined as he worked full-time to



earn his living. However, with his love in art, he resigned from

the company and became a full-time artist. After that his

His development, if perceived from the standpoint

of “skills” oriented or “commercial” art point of view, was

works of art were mostly in the subjeckdflandscdpe pairtink/] L sdefinite! ¥ocipgrbatiafardHowever, in the viewpoint of “fine

which resulted from his impression in nature while he was
traveling during work. Despite the fact that he continues
painting landscapes, during the period of 2001-2002, he
created more serious subjects in his art works by portraying
the essence of life in the present society under the title *Nude”
and was honored in the co-exhibition with a renown Malaysian
artist. Since then, he continues creating both landscape and

other works that requires more imaginary ideas and planning.

When looking back into landscape paintings by Somsak
Raksuwan, his present works have changed and developed
from his early works when he began by painting a close-up of
different types of flowers including ordinary flowers founded
along the roadside as well as orchids in his garden. His
later works were on the subject of the wider viewpoint in
landscape including fields, forests, mountains, and seascape.
His development can be clearly noted that it transcended from
“realistic” and sharpness to more “blurry” and out of focus.
His style of painting also changed from one without clear
brushstrokes to the one with strong expressive brushstrokes,
which appeared as if they were unfinished sketch works.

arts”, it has clearly developed from presenting realistic forms
of what he saw into presenting more on the experience in the
forms of emotion and feeling that he perceived from changing
in climate, bright glittering lights, breezing of winds through
trees and leaves; therefore making a work of art full of
movement of colors with cheerful emotions, or, in other words,

making his artworks “feel realistic” rather than “look realistic.”

Nowadays, people live in big cities, far from nature.
Art can be the substitute for those who are seeking peace of
mind. Landscape paintings, which might once be viewed as
“obsolete” for some modern artists or art critiques, have turned
out to be valuable to many people. A piece of art on an ordi-
nary wall can be a gate to nature, beauty, and peace for the
human mind. In conclusion, whatever types of art; whether
they are “new art”, “old art”, “commercial art”, or “fine art”,
if they can enlighten and touch human in their souls, they are
all valuable. For how long those will be valuable, only people
and time will be the judges.
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Landscape Paintings 2001 - 2003

by Somsak Raksuwan
Translated by Wanniwat Srisupapol

Nature is mysterious, amazing. It is something very
beautiful which is no boundary. All these can inspire the soul of
working in art to reflex and impressive toward various attitude
and the view point and also to transmit the creativity with
confident and experiences which have been gathered for so long.
It passed through the process of light, colour and brush on to
canvas with feeling of things faced in front to get the feeling of
the place, season, time, sunshine, animation and surrounding

to conclude with beautiful and lively portrail masterpiece.

This exhibition art work gathers of portrail oil colour
between 2001 - 2003 which transmitted from impression in
traveling and close to nature of other province by selecting to
take the picture for remembrance and beautiful. The feeling
can be touched in different ways, time, atmosphere, activate
take gratifled for the watcher or activate to develop the way of
portrail to be alternative of the modern art in Thailand.

Nowadays, we can deviously see that artwork can disseminate
more than in the past which sometimes it is hard to categorize
types and branches of the feelings toward the artwork in

It is,not,too much different from other various aca-
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However most of Thai artists are interested in portrait and
create hereafter it came to Thailand. Impressionist portrail had
power from nature and develop their work by colour, light and
season of colour in nature. Discovered by scientist and they do
not like to emphasize on detail rather they leave the environment
of colour, light to cover it. The various figure which appeared
in the picture are content of surrounding nature combined with
and impressiveness and mood of the artists during that time.

Way of portrail began in Europe and expand to America
and Asia including Thailand for long time but we have to agree
that a lot of artists and people who interested in portrail art.

Scenery artwork - portrail 2001 - 2003 gave nature warm
feeling, atmosphere of sunshine and colour which changed from
time to time, wake us to see beauty and value of life which was
given by nature and cannot pay back the feeling by anything.

Between various of essential part of a story and format to
crate present art. This exhibition is alternate of artists who
selected the easy way to communicate with people. And they
believe the beauty of nature can create are forever.
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Born
Address

Education
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1988

December 23, 1962, Trang, Thailand

101/580 Chonlada Soi 7, Bang Bua Thong, Nonthaburi
11110

Vocational Certificate, Nakorn Srithammarat Art
College, Nakorn Sri Thammarat

B.F.A. Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts,
Silpakorn University, Bangkok

Solo Exhibitions

1986

1991
1997
1999

Vi Ni Ruj Gallery, Bangkok

Ogilvy & Mather Company’s Gallery, Bangkok
Design Line Gallery, Bangkok

Landscape in Thailand, Montien Hotel, Bangkok
Recent-Paintings, Tadu Contemporary Art

Selected Group Exhibitions

1986

1987

1988

1989

1992
1995

1996
1997

1998

Exhibition of Contemporary Art by Young Artists,
Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok

6" Contemporary Art Exhibition, Bhirasri Institute of
Modern Art, Bangkok

32" National Exhibition of Art, Silpakorn University Art
Gallery, Bangkok

10" Bua Luang Painting Competition, Silpakorn

University Art Gallery, Banﬁk : 2001
Exhibition of Contemporar aFlf‘b'-Q \I;gnMiMUS

Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok

o Contemporary Art Exhibition, Silpa Bhirasri
Institute of Modern Art, Bangkok

The 33" National Exhibition of Art, Silpakorn Univer-
sity Art Gallery, Bangkok

Art Thesis Exhibition, Silpakorn University Art Gallery,
Bangkok

10'" Contemporary Art Competition, Bangkok

The 35" National Art Exhibition, Silpakorn University
Art Gallery, Bangkok

13'" Bua Luang Painting Contest, Bangkok

Toshiba “Brings Good Things to Life” Art Exhibition,
Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok

The 4" Petroleum Authority Art Contest, Silpakorn
University Art Gallery, Bangkok

Two Men Two Insight, The Landmark Hotel, Bangkok
Watercolor Art Exhibition, Hilton Hotel, Bangkok
Asian Watercolor Exhibition, Bangkok

Impressionist Exhibition, The National Gallery, Bangkok
Art Exhibition, The National Gallery, Bangkok

Golden Jubilee Art Exhibition : so Years of Thai Art,
Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Bangkok
55t Year Anniversary of Faculty of Painting Sculpture
and Graphic Arts of Silpakorn University Exhibition,
The National Gallery, Bangkok

2" Artist Preserve Western Tropical Forest, The
National Gallery, Bangkok

Luang Phrabang Artist Sculpture and Graphic Arts,
Silpakorn University, Bangkok

1999

2000

eum

2002

Visual Arts Exhibition in Celebration of The 72™
Birthday Anniversary of H.M. King Bhumibhol,
Rajabhat Institute Thonburi’s Art Gallery, and Artists
Experience of Chao Phraya River, Silpakorn University
Art Gallery, Bangkok

Bueng Boraphet Art Exhibition, The Musical Art
Center, Bangkok Bank, Phan Fah Branch

3" Artist Preserve Western Tropical Forest, The
National Gallery, Bangkok

Seacon Square Art Exposition to Celebrate the
Auspicious Occasion of H.M. the King’s 6" Cycle Birth-
day Anniversary, Seacon Square Center, Bangkok
Silpakorn Art Exhibition to Celebrate on the Auspicious
Occasion of H.M. the King’s 6" Cycle Birthday
Anniversary, Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok
The River of Kings, Silpakorn University Art Gallery,
Bangkok

4™ Artist preserve Western Tropical Forest, The
National Art Gallery, Bangkok

Suan Luang in Golden Frame, Suan Luang, Bangkok
Cambodian Thai (Art and Culture for Peace 2000)
Silpakorn University Art Gallery, Bangkok

Art for Silpa Bhirasri 2000, Silpakorn University Art
Gallery, Bangkok

= L1i1 Ariistj Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore

iversity Art Museum, Chiang Mai
The National Gallery, Bangkok
The Southern Thai Art Center, the Institute for
Southern Thai Studies, Thaksin University, Songkhla
The Siam Art Museum, Hat Yai
The Art Center, University Saius Malaysia, Penang
Eagle’s Eye Art Gallery, Singapore
Something about nude, The National Gallery, Bangkok
Inherit Culture...Sukhothai to the Millennium, Thailand
Cultural Center, Bangkok
Artist...Portrait, Silpakorn University Art Gallery,
Bangkok
2" an Artist Experience of Chao Phraya River, The Siam
Discovery Bangkok
Nude, the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic
Arts, Silpakorn University, Bangkok
Malaiman Art Gallery, Suphanburi College of Fine Arts
Chiang Mai University Art Museum, Chiang Mai
The Siam Art Museum, Hat Yai
Great Art by 9 Artists, the Silom Galleria, Bangkok
Rhapsody of Colors, the Siam Discovery, Bangkok
New Expression of Asian Art Exhibition, Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore, Penang state art
Gallery, Malaysia, Siam Art Museum, Thailand, Tainan
Arts Center, Taiwan
silpakorn University’s 6o™ Anniversary Fund-Raising
Art Auction, The Silom Galleria, Bangkok
Traccs of Faith at The Montien Hotel
Spectacular Trang at Resonane Center
Tradition to Modernity International Art Exhibition at
Galeri Senilukis Moden Daichi, Malaysia
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