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NUIANA Uanmanu

Water is the ongin of culture for Thai people. Symbols of water can be found infitrated miscellaneously in the Lanna soil of Thailand:

the fertile, fruitful piece of land and the ground where the glorious ancient civilization once stood upon. With its long- sfanrﬂﬁh&fgalﬁcm

Lanna has accumulated its own unique identity and character of local culture from the traditions, way of life and various fields of art. The faith in $

Buddhism is deeply rooted and has been molded into noble tradition, art and culture

The Lannas has taken the dharma and teaching in Buddhism as the principle of their way of life. Hidden in the conneclion with life.

art and culture, norms and tradition, myths and local tales are morals, beliefs and dharma riddles, and all are important as the spiritual connection

that will lead to the happiness and peacefulness of the people of Lanna.

Modern technological advance can, in one way or another, results in certain alterations in people's lives: nonetheless. the way of life

is something passed on through the mind and beliefs as well as the peaceflulness, dependabilily and harmony in the relationships found in the
culture of agricultural society.

With cultural rools being acknowledged and accumulated as experiences, resulting in concepts, values that will be built up into attitude
and consciousness in the value of Thai Lanna's unique identity. The homeland of cultural environment exists with such greal beauty and fertility

becomes the inspiration, stimulating the imagnation and feelings from deep intuition, which is finally expressed into emotions and feeling; the

memoir of things...passing on the pathway of cullure 1o people of the later generation...lo acknowledge and follow.

Thanongsak Pakwan
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Fﬂﬂnﬂiaﬂ'ﬂnream of Local Culture

Most of the artists of traditional Thai painting today are inspired by the originality of artistic and cultural images; recreated by holding
on to the prior traditions and monumental works of the masters. Paintings in religious buildings are created in order to tell stories such as the life
of the Buddha or various tales of Buddhism fables, includingthe creation of other symbolic images as the decorative composition of the painting.
These ancient works are mostly called Buddhism Art, which in some cases, the subject mallers are nol always related to the religion, but due to the
closeness belween Buddhism and the way of life of people in the society, the stream of religious morals and beliefs are often found in Traditional
Thai arl.

Thanongsak Pak-whan is an artist of traditional Thai art, who has searched and found the way in artistic expression with such unique
character. The creation of his works is based on the locality of his hometown. Thanongsak , the real northern blood with local cultural anecdote
from his childhood, brings about the sense of locality, and combines it with his drawing technique and presentation method in wall painting at
pumintr Temple, which is Lanna painting of such unique character, different from other Thai traditional paintings we've seen. Thanongsak's
artistic expression; therefore, contains cerlain local Lanna style despite the fact that his works are creatively resolved to the point where the
structure of the onginal artistic style is made disappeared.

The series ‘Life Aquatic’ is the artist's own narration through artistic expression with visual materials in painting techniques. The story
is created according 1o personal anecdotes from local myths and fables including morals and beliefs related to the way of life in the rural. Thai
people live their peaceful lives based on the fertility of water: settling on the basin of a river, ‘Life Aquatic’; therefore, is the work of art full of
generosity, compassion and caring for humankind with the belief in living life on simplicity. It's something so simple, yet full of intimacy and caring,
such as a simple greeting between people in the rural area by saying 'Where've you been, have you eaten anything?'. Thanongsak's work
indicates lively and soulful movements with images of people, pets, surrounding environment, utensils in everyday life. It's honest, innocent,
gentle, yet very straightforward. The combination between the skill in local art, imagination and dream beautifully reflects the dimension where
the familiarity in the memory of the rural hometown is filled with the happiness in the ‘sufficient” way of life. It's glorious, profound without any
involvement with the civilized urbanily

Thongchai Srisukprasert
7th February 2009
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79N 3 / Choochok 3, 130 x 170 cm., Acrylic on Canvas




admin / Destinated from Sky, 160 x 200 cm., Acrylic on Canvas
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ANLWIAE The Way of River - The Lost Culture, 120 x 170 cm., Tempera on Whiting
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Uada / Tiger Fish, 100 x 80 cm , Tempera on Whiting
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