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ATL T AT AUBAT OF AN EYELID

To:mark the official openingiof the OPEN Arfs Space, the ROOT exhibition fokes placs fo offer an opportunify
i1y For3s 0 e N TR DT fo the audience to engage with new and different perspectives ot the art'space In, order to expand and open
; _'_‘.'..:;:_:. sty . ey W R " dialegle dabout contemparary visual arf. o some obsenvers, the ROGT exhibition brings in the Issue of ‘nirvana’ as o
theme. Ssince the word'ls already employed In. English for many: contexts; then fo reposttien the word this.  fime s not
in‘the notion of literal rendering but of concepfual maaning.
g __ _ i This thematic exhibition Fas brought together 8 prominent arists, Including Chatchal Puipia. lthipel Thangeholok,
i . _ o S Tt LIRS SRk e Ponya Viinthanasam, Prasong’ Liemuang, Sakarn Krue-on. Sompep: Budtarad; and Tawatchal Somkong to explore: and
3 g e R D ARG ] e v oAs Sl g Investigate the temn 'nirvana’ without anyipracoriception.  [he parficipating arists: have spent several months questioning.
YT S anily . L SN 2T | et il 1l TSty aindn Interpreting. (dnd presenting 1His subject In: contemporary. Buddhism, Project such as ROOT presents new works In which
a wide range of different polnts of view about the theme has been creatad. as a result of the examinations of iis
values through the distinction between' different civilisations.  The exhibition aiso represents the connection between art

and: personhood. Thisiwas declared in what'Ehakabhand' Posayakrit's speech at the seminar on Sipakom® on 15

T o e e hE Septembat: 1998 at Slipakom: Universify, Bangkok

*art Is an Individual realmi’ It caters to personal experience and Is nelther profound, nor shallow.
it involves self-cultivation, Inducing background and inspiiing environment. It'ls an easy subject
to' talk abouf, Even tha'lgnorant. and the uninformed can talk about it.*
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This exhibition alms to remind everyone that linking exhiblts to a/ theme derives from 'our everyday context.
NOOT. Is concemed with: one's own valles and Ideals. about the quesiion of a genulne dialogue on the conception of
‘Buddnlsm’.  The challenging conditions: of geography. and history -are- spacific. In substituting. addifional real connections
and understanding as well ds meanings: and structures of ifs theme. I understand that it might be problematic thinking
of #he tarn ninvana’ without - addressing the link of 'Buddhisin' as '@ foal 1o ‘explore ifs root.  This fefm selinds abstiact
- and it needs fo be presented In a visual form:  The arists do'so Inthelr own ways: and; means In' the ditferent contexts
of how they percalve it.  This makes it .aiways cofplex to put Images into words;
One of the fascinating things In working with art _Is fo have an epportunily fo curate’ an: exhibition In such on
unusual aft- space like: this; It s always @ challenge to deal with fhe unusual shape of space, and its location, nof, only
to hamonise the context of the exfilbition but aiso fo work in the context of.a genuine audience In a financidl district

of Bangkok,
Lastly, the ROOT Is an exhibition project expected fo speak for aiwide range of different points: of view about

alfernatives of presentation and. representation in pringing fhe so-called 'cuttures and differences’ of Thal contemporary
Buddnisr and Art.  The abliify to visualse cllftires has become an unavoidable subject and the transcultural approaches
are the key of this exhibition that Is accessible via knowledge. bellef, orf. law. custom; habifs, or by just painting: cursan

and clicking motse,
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