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and His Contemporary Art for Mental Peace
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4. Mdting Void: Molis §br the Mind.
1999, metal, plogr, @i, 270 x 150 x 150 €M

Colleciion of Estale of filonti®h soonma, Bangkok
(Flctegioph courtesy of AT forlne world, Geneval

Famous Before Death
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Montien Boonma is among the first few Thai
artists to becomme internationally known. His works
are in the collection of a number of leading
museums including the Art Gallery of New South
Wales, the Naticnal Gallery of Australia, the
Queensland Art Gallery, Australia and the Fukuoka
Asian Art Museum and Hiroshima Contemporary
Art Museum in Japan. Boonma had participated in
many international projects and Biennales including
those in Sydney, Australia, Johannesburg, South
Africa, shianghai, China and Liverpool, U.K,

The exhibition Death Before Dying, is a
retrospective of the artist's achievement. It features
over 70 pieces of Boonma's key works since the
exhibition, Story from the Farm, that seen his
acute mix of chicken-hamboo-cages and dried
grass, to the mudded Chedi paintings from the
exhibition THATAHT. Also included in the show
are works like Lotus Sound of which hundreds of
d; rilme-ilq are piled up on top of one another 1o
become a wall of sound as well as A pleasure of
Being, Crying. Dying and Eating. an installation
comprises of stacked eating bowls, chopsticks, red
table cloth and fake teeth, Viewers are also invited
to experience Thai herbal scents in an installation
entitled Arokayasala, an architectural structure
reminiscent of the ancient Khmer hospital for

mental and physical healing

In additions, there are also works that have
never been shown in Thailand before but were
commissioned by European Imuseums They are
House of Hope which [eatures a house made of
threacds of herhal beads and Zodiac House, & gioup
of architectural structures modeled after Christian
Church-tops of which viewers are encouraged to
enthrust their heads inside to view galaxy stats

Nature's Breath: Arokhayasala, p

hetbs, 25842 18cm. Collectisn ol Acacla Fing Art Limited Bangkol

Mr.Chongrux Chanthawornasut
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Death Before Dying

Montien Boonma (1953-2000) started his artist career in
the late 705. His early works revolved around social and
environmental issues. These were conveyed
through the use of traffic signs, Thai flags and
images of human exploitations of nature.
He became recognised by the Thai art world
when he started to corporate raw and
ready-made materials found in rural areas in
his painting and sculptural work series, Story

from the Farm in 1989 and THAIAHT (Thai-Thai)
in 1990.

Faced with his wife's illness and
personal difficulties, Boonma turned to study
Buddhist philosophy, especially in aspects of
decay and uncertainty. From
1995, Boonma began working
on large-scale sculptures and
installations. Some works

10 complete their experiences.
For example, each viewer may
be invited to thrust into
Stupa-like structure to listen
1o a prayer or get inside
different narrow plaster casts

with One BriCk, 1998. soll, sand, white cemant biick on canvas, 230 x 173 cm. Collectior

of Buddha images or some architectural forms to comtemplate on
darkness, void or even star-like features

The exlubition title, Death Before Dying s drawn
from a Buddhist teaching that people "die before

their actual death’. That 1s to say, to die from all

desires and attachments. The teaching quides that

we should learn to let go. Therefore, Boonma's

artworks are simply mental cureness. The creation

of art objects represent the artist's attempt to be

wordly detached. In other words, they are his acts

of dying before he subsequently passed way in

2000.

1 of Surind Limpanonda Bangkok
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The exhibition catalogue comprises of ov
Boonma by S. Sivalaks,

Chart Kobchitti, Somporn Rod

Duting the exhibition period, there will be talls and seminars on contemporary arts and alterative medical freatmen
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