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Rama IX Art Museum Foundation 477 NATIONAL EXHIBITION OF ART

National Gallery, Chao-Fa Road, Bangkok

September 7 - 30 200!

Wednesday-Sunday 9.00 am.-4.00 p.m. Closed on Monday and Tuesday
Chiang Mai University At Museum

November 6 - 28 2001

Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 am-500 pm Closed on Sunday and Monday
Art and Culture Museum, Khonkaen University

December 4-30 200

Monday-Friday 8 30 am -4 30 pm Closed on Saturday and Sunciay
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The Mational Exhibition of Art was conceived by Professor Silpa Bhirasn who is considered
to be the father of moderm art in Thailond. The first exhibition was held in 1949, and subsequent
exhibitions have been held regularly ever since.

The undertaking of the 1st to the 14ih exhibitions were under the joint responsibilifies of
the state Department of Fine Arts and Silpakorn University ; it administered under the Department of
Fine Arts attached to the Ministry of Education.

In the 15th exhibition, ofter Sipakom University has detached itself from the Department of Fine Arts,
the responsibility was handed over to the University whilst the Department assisted in arganizing the
event in terms of manpower and vanue,

Various types of categories were introduced to occount for the wide range of works
submitted for the National Exhibition of At During the 1st - 14th events, many types could be
identified os: painting, sculpture, applied arts, children's art, decorative orts, commercial / advertising
art, monochiome, omamental art, graphic arts, and drawing. The categories were occcasionally
adjusted, presumably to provide artists working in those different areas with impetus to continue their

creative works. At that time Silpakorn University's art subjects were arganized into such specialization

lﬁ:{‘ ﬁwmuseum Fﬂun"ﬁﬂm’mn‘d those involved in the organization of the National Exhibition of Art. thus,

adopted such categorization for the event to inspire those engaged in the University's specialization
to persist with them.  In 1984, at the 15th National Exhibition of Art, more simplified categornes were
adopted. which identified three major sections: painfing, sculpture and graphic arts. Then, the 27th
. 28th  National Exhibition of Art, Was added a style of mixed media to get better differentiate
artworks and also give good opportunity to an artist's creation for competition and participation in
the event

The 30th National Exhibition of Art, it's time to revert back by the three categories of
painting. sculpture and graphic arts. Finally, from the 37th National Exhibition of Art to nowadays, its
was classified to four categoeries, including mixed media

In the early days, there were only medal awards with no monetary prizes. The st prize
was a gold medal award, the 2nd prize - siver, 3rd prize - bronze.  Artists who have acquired 3 gold
medals. or 2 gold and 2 silver in a single section. are awarded the fitle Artist of Distinction. Up until
the present there have been altogether 19 Distinction Awards.  Infact its apart from govermnment
subsidy, the event s co-sponsored by Esso (Thailond) PCL to assist with fhe awards and other
expanditures

Since the 15th exhibition, it has become the duty of Sipakomn University fo handle the
venue after one opened its own art gallery in all areas of Wang Tha Phra palace  and fram the 26th
exhibrion onwards the exhibiion has always been held ot the Universitys art gallery By which in

1997 1999 the gallery had been closed for restoration. and The National Art Gallery was chosen as

the venue for the 43rd - 46th exhioitions with the cooperation of the Department of Fing Arts  This
yeor the Notfional Gallery has also been chosen as the venue for the curent exhibition which wil
additionally, stage at Chiang Mai University | and Khon Khasn University

During the first decade of King Bhumibols Reign. considerably, not only modem art in
Thailand hos rapidly grownth but it seems to be art progression by which is absolutely compareg with
on international contemperary art scene  Furthermore the artists continuea precccupation with
traditionalisn and cultural cencems has given a new creative identity linking the past to the present

In the 13th exhibition in 1962, His Majesty the King personally primarnly presided over the
opening ceremony : and for the 14th exnibition. gave royal consent to hove some of His Majesry s
warks in painting go on exnhibit and paricipate in the event  Ever singe, the National Exhibition of
Art has always been graced by the presence of His Majesty s artworks, and from the 22ng exnibitian
onwards, a Privy councillor has without fail been appointed as His Majesty's reprasentative to presics
over the official opening ceremony.

Thai artists deeply appreciate to His Majesty's profound in the issue of visual ar creahon
which are given in many of his speeches. for example. "In order to create any kind of art. apart trom
having a precise skil and using eppropriate technigues, the artists need fo intend to work and o
sincerely and honestly create therr own work.  That work will then be cne that s admired and
respected.  Sincerity is vital for the artist and s an essential facior that helps to portray vividly his
special talent in his work. Whenever each artist creates art from his sincerity and purity of ming. the
whole art will appear as a beautiful visual macrocosm of the pure Thai state of mind for the worlg
to view.” This concept has served as @ guide for Thai arfists and is an important evident in the visual
arts staged in the 1949 - 1999 of National Art Exhibition  The creative works. 03 @ whole. indicate o
clear image of an origin and development of contemporary Thai art and artists, which styles have
been changing along with the social, economic and poliical cnses. However, the value and guality
of these different styles displays the strength of the Thai art circle and the preserverence. endurance
and courage of Thal arists.  Essentially, this has formed @ significant and unique art form ang style
in contermporary Tha art, which has been internationally recognized as ¢ part of Thailands nationa
art and culture.

Professor Silpa Bhirasn wrote in “What is Art? that ‘Cnly art can unite us a8 brothers ang
sisters.  Only art has no boundaries nar race  No fighting for seifish interests.  Ar 5 gn important
mediurmn to rase our sprrits to a higher dimension and give us hope towards our ideal future ana The
artworks on exhibition should not be all the best or be gocording te our tastes but out of a hundreg
pieces of works you might come across one that arouses your emations and lead vou to think ang

do only wirtuous things That' s achieving the ultimate intentior of the National Exhibitior of An
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