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Statement by the Minister of Culture

Or. Kamol Tassananchalee has been considered as an artist in the field of confemporary
painting and mixed media of Thailand who has beén praised both domestically and internationally.
This personage has devoted himself fo creating art work continuously. Apart from feaching and
creating artisfic work in the United Stafes as the President of Thai Art Council USA, he has
also supported and encouraged Thai artists in ferms of education and seeking experience. In
this regard, he has created the project of faking artists, feachers, professors, studenfs for
traveling fo learn, do research, observe activities in the field of museum, management, organizing
exhibitions and activities of Art Workshop of National Artists with Thai, American, Asian and
European combinafion in the United Stafes, including the support for round frip in the routfe

between U.S. and Thailand to participate in thé project of fransmifting work of arf with fhe

agencies of the Ministry of Culture contfinuously.

Therefore, the organizing of Solo Exhibition on the occasion of 70™ birthday anniversary
of Dr. Kamol Tassananchalee at LA Artcore Gallery, in this time it's a great opporfunify fo once
again make the American and Internationally kndwn arts more confemporary Thailand are also
seen. The work of the artist's life, philosophy and ideology Thai artfist. Thaf recognized both

the east and west.

Mr. Sonthaya Khunpluem

Minister of Culture
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Statement by the Director-General of Department of Culfural Promotion

Throughout a long period of over 40 years, Dr. Kamol Tassananchalee, afional Arfist,
has resided and created the works of art in the United States with yearly return fo Thailand.
At every fime of coming back, this greaf arfist has always creafed fhe work to remain. With
devotion to the creatfion of artistic work continuously, therefore he has been recognized as an
important national artist with excellence in contemporary painting and mixed media by fhe art

circles in both Thailand and infernational level.

The Solo Exhibition on the occasion of fthe 70™ birthday anniversary of Dr. Kamol
Tassananchalee, National Artist in Visual Arts at LA Artcore Gallery, USA in this time will be
another occasion on which national arfists bring fhe long-fime experience of working for
propagation to the infternational stage througn fhe works of painfing, graphic arfs, mixed media,

sculpture and photographs of 70 pieces in fofal. This event is thus considered as a great

opportunity.

The Department of Cultural Promofion would like fo fhank Or. Kamol Tassananchalee for
devotion to the realm of contemporary arf. Throughout fhe long duration ago, in addition tfo
making Thai and infernational sociefies recognize and understand Thailand's art and culture, his
work has also creafed pride fo the art circles of Thailand. | feel pleased with the opportunity
of the Department of Cultural Promotion to jointly take parf in supporfing the arrangement of

this exhibition and wish the organizing of this exhibition to reach success in line with the

specified objectives.

Mr. Chai Nakhonchai
Director-General,
Department of Cultural Promotion
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In many countries throughout the world, a National Artist is selected fo serve as a symbol and focal point for the nafion's
artists, To show parficipation in infernafional dialogue, and to represent something of the cultural character of the place within fhe
confext of the global contemporary arts community. €ach artist that carries such a title has a choice in how to handle the surety
and renowned that comes with such a high profile. An artist could retire fo comfortable seclusion, working towards a few annual
exhibits and otherwise enjoying complete retirement within their recognition. Not so for Kamol Tassananchalee, who spares no energy
for resting on his laurels, and instead may be found in any numper of locations, throughout the world, with sfudents and colleagues
in tow.

Dr. Tassananchalee is more than a national symbol, or a breakthrough representative of Thailand to fthe world atf large.
It's true, as an artist in the 1970s he gained recognition in the West and admission to its art world starting in Los Angeles, California.
Graduating from Ofis, his ethic for constantly working pushed him ahead of his classmates. The expat's breakthrough work involved
the Buddha's Foot, an ancient symbol for both the presence and absence of self and the Awakened Being, a symbol of compassion.
The footprint which was included in Gardner's Art Through the Ages represents both his Thai heritage (with generations of his family
connected fo the royal court as artists) as a primarily Buddhist country, as well as containing the seeds of his fufure way of

producing abstract works.

Ever since that fime, he has belonged to at least two hames in two very different countries. Add to this his honorary artist
in permanent residence status among the Navajo Nation in Arizona, the first to receive this kind of honor, where he can frequently
be found exposing Thai nationals to the exquisite and vast b2auty of the American Southwest, and one can say the artist has
achieved the highest goal of the artist-true cosmopolitan belonging. As a citizen of the world, he drinks from his Thai roots but
expresses himself in the international language of creativity. Kis abstract painfing and printmaking are records of a fireless and
energetfic investigation of primal elements, seed concepts and inner movement with the outer, natural world. His work shows a clear
record of self development with each exhibit revealing shifts in thinking and handling of the materials. His monumental steel sculptures
especially exemplify this, made to speak to the public at large, they are disfilled into messages that require no description whatever
the culture or sophistication of the viewers-working with simplfied icons of artistic tools-brushes, paint tubes, spatulas, his large
installation works underline his message of an arf that is for everyone, art that transcends borders and beliefs.

During a fime of political change in Thailand, the National Arfist is someone his countrymen can turn fo for an example of
how to abide, work with others consfructively, fo give fo the community at large, and yet still thrive personally. There is nothing
at all lost when one is an educafor and confributor like Tassananchalee. At LA Artcore, through many International Exchange Shows,
and working with the artist personally, we have a clear picture of just how exceptional, and selfless an educator the artist is.
More people like him in leadership positions, coming from anywhere, would be sure fo vitalize and awaken for the world at large
the social contributions made possible within Confemporary Art.

Robert Seitz
Los Angeles California

December 2013
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Born in eastern hemisphere-Thailand but living in western world-United State of America,
my way of life has been mixed befween being Thai and American life style. As an artist, sometime
| feel like swimming in the ocean and batfling with both cold and warm stream: sometime | have
to swim against the fides, in order fo survive and reach a shore. My combination life-style has
revealed in my creafed artworks by blending an eastern spirifual concept with a western style and
fechnique. When | furned seventy years old, | feel that this is my second life circle which | have
been through. My everyday life is still being as the artist who enjoys creating art and
having passion that has been compared with a flying rejuven ation eagle in the sky, and a
swimming salmon in the ocean which will refurn fo fresh water at the end of its life. Every morning
| wake up with a gratefulness and ambifiousness in creating my art project and feel like

living over the moon when generating on my art work; | can work without excuse because all

A= o7

Kamol Tassananchalee
Director of Thai Art Council USA
Thai National Artist

materials and equipments are in my mind.
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Self

Portrait / 2013 / Monoprint, Screen Print / 40" x 30




Red-Black Cloud / 203 / Monoprint / 40" x 30"



Artist’s Roller / 2013
Monoprint

40" x 307




