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When the city is sinking

June 2011, The BACC exhibition team and guest curators, Sansern
Milindasuta and Santi Laurachawee and also a Design For Disasters
network lighted up an idea to plan and organize an exhibition about
disasters that happened more frequent and extreme around the globe,
Thailand included. The exhibition team tried to 1imit the scope and
came up with a conclusion that it should be about a disaster firom
water, a matter closer to home. At theé time, we thought the exhibition
should help promoting awareness about flooding with its increasing
probability. We intended to raise awareness of all factors that led
to handling floods properly and not to be too frightened or alarmed
by it. This was the conception of the exhibition.

When we 'sat down and discussed the matter, we thought the essence of
what we’d like to present was to lead public to prepare for a real
situation. Shouldn’t all arts and creative works be so? Artists and
creative personals should see what ordinary people couldn’t. Some
see this quality as “intuition” and their creative works express
this exact quality. Various innovations these people have created,
are on the foundation of solving problems, improving 1life quality.
In this exhibition, we invited artist, architect, graphic designer,
d1llustrator, animator, ‘and performing/artist (to come together to
simulate the situation based on different levels of a disaster that
could happen. Through drawings, cartoon, words , it was the approach
we thought it should not create an over anxiety. Even though some
of the topic in the event was rather alarming, but Design for
Disasters came as a strong part .of the exhibition by organizing a
design competition based on everyday.commodities being adapted and
changed to be surviving tools. In the topic of “Surviving we must”,
this idea has been pushed forward without realizing that the real
situation could come sooner than we all expected.

Before the month of October, colossal mass of water flowing through
the northern region to central region swiftly than anybody could
foresee. The damage has vast radius covering 26 provinces, more than
200 lives are lost, houses and possessions are ruined, industrial
compound, especially in Ayutthaya province has turned to be a massive
lake. Even a barricade as high as 6.5 meter still couldn’t withhold
water. Historic site 'is underwater, people frantically evacuate,
along the Asia road, the major thoroughfare has changed to be an
emergency campground. As of today there are 120,000 people under
unemployment. The damage economically still is beyond estimating.
‘Official has set up an administrative centre at Don Muang to hold all
existing units to incorporate information, finding a way to solve
the problems. After handling without tactics for a ‘long while,
without declaring state of emergency from the government, we now
probably cannot deny that the stage of Thailand at the moment is
beyond crisis. At the time when this catalogue is being printed,
nobody could confirm how and when this grim situation will be over.
Bangkok is the last destination before mass of water flowing to the
gulf of Thailand. Another mass of water is still expected and it is
vigorously prepared for. :

Today, Let’s panic exhibition we-hoped to lead was led ahead by
vivid images and voices of reality. To be in line with the current
situation, the curatorial team and the exhibition department added
on a “Survival Station” at the entrance .on the 3rd floor of BACC
(other than the main exhibition on the 8th floor). It is to connect

all information according to reality to be disseminated to visitors. This
should include civic movements and importént numbers when in need of helps
in case of an emergency, along with 8 station for donation, exchanging
information, giving advices on saving oneself or even giving aid to others
during the time of floods. Now, the information is being exchanged through
all channels even on social network and it has become a phenomenon taking
up span of attentions, superseding other news. New innovations in dealing
with floods that were presented through these medias show  sharing and
compassion that becomes the most interesting‘news in Thai society.

Anothér matter that is continuing from a concept of Let’s paniey st
participate in restoring mental states of the flood victims through our
artist networks in “Heart Rehab Mobile Unit”. The idea is in the process
of planning and organizing. At this occasion, we have to thank all artists
and curators, including all supporters for accepting the invitations to
participate in this exhibition and hope to collaborate further in the next
process.

From childhood through adult 1ife more than half of 1iving, we have heard the
elder and foreigner friends often say Thais are fortunate, to be equipped
with abounded country without extreme natural disasters. This flooding
event in Thailand has been recognized as the most severe flood in the past
50 years. It is a lesson for us to realize a true value of our fortune that
is not /there to be taken for grant without learning of history, geography,

‘and technology, without having a respect of what nature has provided,

without a well preparation for time when the stage of good fortune has
passed. Some academy of history suggests that when we lost our past
capital, Ayutthaya, for the 2nd time, it is because we had overestimated
our strategy on water operation that was effective in forcing Myanmists
to retreat in the wars that happened many times before. In turn, it was
a beneficial for the Myanmists to conclude the lessons to be a strategy
of fighting in the time of abundant water. Adding on with perseverance
and unity, the Myanmists later congquered Ayutthaya. Maybe it was our 111
fating that Thais have never learnt from the sheet flooding phenomenon.
The phenomenon that has been proved time and again to exist in Thailand.
The evolution on massive water supposedly increased in due subsequence in
exhausting resource per modern 1ifestyle is not to be judge in haste. The
abundant water season was used to be greeted with joy by people in the past
because it’s believed to bring plentifulness and joyfulness, as found in
the documentary “Flooding Bangkok” of Khun Tae Prakatvuthisarn accompanied
Wﬁth “Ram Wong Loi Reua” song in the year of 1942. In the year of 2011, the
stark images of lost and quaking in i11 fates of flood victims we’ve seen
through 1ive reports of Sorayut Sutasanajinda’s news team every morning in
the past two weeks in October is a contrast. Thai society must have learnt
something more than “Lai Num (chasing away water)” and “Kun ‘Num” (forting
up water)” strategy. We could learn to respect and live with water on the
benefaction of studying history, geography, and ever changing stage of
th? world, along with using technology wisely, working collaboratively in
Sstimulating people’s consciousness in consuming resources in the benefit
for all. with'all this in mind along with compassion of Thai as a true
friend in time of difficulty, it is evident that we will surely “survive”.

Luckana Kunavichayanont

Director of Bangkok Art and Culture Centre
11 October 2011
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When the world is to be shattered.

Are you ready?

Everyday 1ife continues
to progress as usual.
Technology and convenience
are available for us to
enjoy. During the day,
people are busy working.
As night arrives, swarms
of people are on' their
way home. Traffic has

been congested for

hours, moving along at
speed of 10 kilometers
per hour. Some people
have taken time off to
party. Some are already
at -home in front of their
televisions, watching the
latest soap opera that
everyone talks about.’
The decline of society,
while subtle, can be
noticed all around.
Everyday 1ife continues
on .as usual .

The sky darkens, just
a bit more than usual.

Then, even more.
Things begin to stop.

There is a sudden silence
but it is animals and
wildlife that notice
first. Something no Tiving
creature has ever before
seen is coming. Animals
try to hide themselves.
Birds rush flying while
some land, creating vast
black static .in the sky;
none is sure what to do:
The sky, as appeared,

is falling down.

The rain begins to drizzle.

Then, it falls.. And eventually,$

inevitably, it pours, on, and
on,iandiony kand 'on.;

Water from up north begins to
gush down, in the amount has
never before imagined, rushing
towards the city. The riverbeds]
begin to flood, filling up major &
canaTs all around. Water makes
its way into people’s homes,
swiftly. On .the road, Traffic
remains at a standstill. Some
people are still partying.

At homes, some are still fixed
inGfront oft their teWevisions,‘
watching an ongoing drama.

The wind begins to blow,
culminating into powerful
gusts, swirling up billboards
into the sky. Trees much 1oved‘

by citizens for their size and

beauty are being plucked and
thrashed. Thousands of people
on the road begin to notice
and start panicking. Some cars

start to rise by force of windg

Many people get out of their
cars, bedinitorlin. g

Chaos is ascending.

The color of the sky takes on
an eerie shade of color. Birds
continue to flock aimlessly. ‘
Thousands of rats riot in slums
The ceaseless rain has now i
accumulated into T-meter—high
flooding especially in Towland
areas. The wind whips harder
and harder ready to uproot
everything in its ever
expanding path.

In the mean time, Water

iihithelocean-nasy quietly
risen.lts 10-meters-tall
wave is on course for a

sudden impact.

Mi1lions people in the
city now fear for their
lives. The phenomenon
happening in front of
them causes some into
states.of /dshocki Tens
of thousands of cars
have been left on roadé
and highways, yet they
continue on their own

as a result of the wind,
pushing and crashing to
each other, while some
aire Wl fted Soind ng flubky
of billboards surging up
in the sky.

There are no more parties.
There are no images on
screens. Electtricity
has been cut off. Phone
and internet signals on
mobile devices people
queued up to buy are no
longer there.

There are only cries

of the wind blowing in
their ears. children
clasp their ears and
Chy.. ‘Adults, claiming to
know much more can do no
different. |




Then it starts darkness
ofilithe night, | Ehe inilght
of the wind, the charge
of the giant tsunami,
the gush of the falling
rain, the screams of
Mother Nature.

Everything isi/nething.
Nothing is everything.

People are falling death.
Some are hurt, but there
s no‘hospital! or doctor
to go'to. Scattered
around the city are
lifeless bodies replacing
an image of a traffic
people have grown used
to. Three hours have
passed. Much of the city

‘has sunken underwater.

Some parts are two
meter under.

But the day waits for
no one.

Time passes.

The rain does not seem
likely to stop.

The water does not look
likely to subside.

There are no beds..
There .are no toilets..
There are no cars..
There are no clothes..

There are no communication

devices..
Nothing at allyi

The food supply drops drastically.
New disease forms into an epidemic,
killing people within 3 days

of infection.

Death count continues to rise from
disease and lack of food. The Tiving
struggles to find their loved ones.
Many families evacuates from the
city they were born and grew up to
lived their convenient lives, a city
fast turning into an underworild.

The state of the city is more
extreme than anything they could
have ever imagined.

Iln such circumstance, do you think
you could survive?
Do you think you would be ready?
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